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Calendar of Events            

Date Begin End Function Location 

8/20/17 11:30 
AM 

4 PM Parish 
Picnic 

Football field 

8/24/17 
 

7:30 PM 9 PM Social 
Meeting 

School lunchroom 

8/30 – 9/4   Buffalo 
Grove Days 

BG Rd & Deerfield 
Pkwy 

9/3/17 
 

11AM  BG Days 
Parade 

Bernard & Raupp 

9/10/17 
 

12:30 
PM 

1 PM Rosary and 
Adoration 

Old Church 

9/14/17 7:30 PM 9 PM Business 
Meeting 

School lunchroom 

9/15 -
17/17 

  ID Drive Multiple locations 

9/28/17 7:30 PM 9 PM Social 
Meeting 

School lunchroom 

     

     

     

Our new DD 
Reggie Spears 

Parish Picnic 11:30AM 
August 20, 2017 

Calendar of Events 
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Faithful Navigator’s 
Message 

Summer Greetings, Brother 
Knights! 

I take this unusual step in 
addressing the Council directly to 
bring greetings to you from 
Elizabeth Ann Seton Assembly 
#2410 and to share some 
information that the Fourth 
Degree members may be 
unaware of at this time. 

Supreme has decided to make a 
change in the Fourth Degree 
Regalia and I wanted all of our 
Fourth Degree members in Our 
Lady of the Grove Council to be 
aware of them. 

There have already been several 
“clarifications” from Supreme 
since August 1st, when the 
changes were first announced 
and it is possible that more may 
be forthcoming from them. 

 

   

Earlier this month, the Knights of Columbus board of directors unanimously voted 
to adopt a new uniform for the Fourth Degree. The decision was made with the 
good of the entire Order in mind. While we understand that some members may 
prefer the old regalia, the supreme master and vice supreme masters urge all 
Fourth Degree members to put the good of the Order before any personal 
preference. 
The board decided to make this move based on the following factors: 

• The aging of our Fourth Degree membership 
• The slow growth of the Fourth Degree (fewer than 20 percent of Knights 

are Fourth Degree members, and only a fraction of that number even 
serve as honor guards) 

• Consistent reports that the old regalia presented a barrier to Fourth 
Degree membership, especially among younger men 

The following FAQ should answer many of the questions that have arisen 
concerning this change. 
 
Q: Will the new uniform allow the use of ceremonial swords? 
A: Yes. Ceremonial swords will continue to be part of the Fourth Degree. When 
swords are used, gloves should also be used. (see picture on next page). 
 
Q: How will rank be distinguished? 
A: Colored patches will be worn on the beret behind the Fourth Degree emblem 
as follows: 

• Dark Blue Supreme Master 
• Light Blue Vice Supreme Masters 
• Gold District Masters 
• White Faithful Navigators 
• Green District Marshals 
• Purple Color Corp Commanders 

Those not holding office (who formerly wore red capes) will wear berets with no 
patch. 
Q: Will there be discounts offered on the new uniform? 
A: Yes. The Order will subsidize the new uniform with a 25 percent discount 
offered to all members who order the new uniform prior to Sept. 30, 2017. 
 
Q: What if a member just purchased the old regalia? 
A: Any member who purchased the old regalia after May 1, 2017, can submit 
their receipt along with their member number to regaliacredit@kofc.org. 
Information will then be sent to that member on how to receive a $200 credit 
toward the new uniform. 
 
Q: Is the Order making money on the new uniform? 
 
A: No, the uniform is being sold at (or sometimes below) our cost. 
 
Q: Was the new uniform field tested prior to its release? 
 
A: Yes. The new uniform was field tested by Fourth Degree members attending the 
Warriors to Lourdes pilgrimage. 
 
Q: Can the old regalia still be worn? 
 
A: Yes, for a time. While the preference is for the new uniform wherever 
possible, the old regalia can still be worn until the end of the current fraternal 
year (June 30, 2018). After that date, only the new uniform should be worn. 

Answers to frequently asked questions 
about the new Fourth Degree uniform 
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† Richard A. Conrad 
† Larry Moe 
Mary Jean O’Brien 
Diane Bartelt 
Mel Cea 
Cy and Marie Schmidt 
Elaine Delaney 
Paul Loeffler 
Mary Loeffler 
Jim Wroble 
Ed Case 
Jean Case 
Vivian Callahan 
David Modlin 
Dan Minarik’s grandson 
Lucy Caruso 
Verne Witer 
Bob Delaney’s mother 

Aug 11 Stephen Flanagan 
Aug 14 Bob Zawislak 
Aug 15 Tony Stencel 
Aug 20 Larry Ybarra 
Aug 21 Vinod Menezes 
Aug 22 David Melville 
Aug 24 John F H Walker 
Aug 26 Dan Waddell 
Aug 26 Matt Wojtowicz 
Aug 27 Davis Gray 

New Fourth Degree Uniform (replacing the old 
Regalia at the end of this Fraternal year) 

Q: Who made this decision? 
 
A: The board of directors made 
this decision earlier this year after 
a three year period of testing and 
discussion. In addition, changing 
the uniform/regalia was 
previously discussed with the vice 
supreme masters at the Supreme 
Assembly. 
 
Q: Did members have input on 
this? 
 
A: For years, supreme officers 
and directors have received 
comments from members and 
prospective members that the 
old regalia was a barrier to 
membership overall, or to 
membership in the Fourth 
Degree. 
 
Q: In what context should this 
change best be understood? 
 
A: During the convention, the 
Good of the Order Committee 
stated: “We commend all of the 
faithful Sir Knights who have 
proudly worn the Fourth Degree 
regalia, bringing much respect to 
the Order. With the new 
Fourth Degree uniform, recently 
approved by the Board of 
Directors, this honor and 
respect associated with Sir 
Knights will remain, and it will 
open the door more widely for a 
new generation to join their 
ranks. In a spirit of unity, let us 
assist with a smooth transition to 
this new uniform and encourage 
it to be worn with great dignity 
and pride.” 
 
© K of C Supreme 
2017 
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